An CAILIN RUA
(The Red-headed Girl)
(Skara Nrae version)

1.

Nach doiligh domhsa no chailin a nhol adh

*S ni he anmhain mar bhi si rua

Bhi si mar gath greine a dhul in eadan na gl oi nne
I s bhi sceinh nhna na finne le no cailin rua

(It isn't hard for nme to praise ny qgirl

And not only because she's a red-head:

She's i ke a sunbeamreflecting froma gl ass surface
And she resenbl es the [classical] wonen of beauty)

Chor us:

Thug ne [iomi o bhaile go baile

O gheaftai Dhoire is go Baile an Luain

Chan fhiul aon nmhile ar shiul ne 'r a fad sin
Nach dtug ne deoch | eanna do no chailin rua

(I went fromtown to town

FromDerry's gates to Baile an Luain [7?]

And not even a mle did | walk along that road
Wthout giving a drop of ale to ny red-headed girl)

2.

B fhearr liomi na bo is na bearrach

A bhfuil da loinghis a' tarraingt chun cuain
B fhearr liomaris na cios cluain maidne

G nbeinnis nmo chailin in nmBaile an Luain

(I prefer her to cows and ???

And ships drawing near to the harbors

| prefer her too to the rent froman east-facing neadow
[Ch] If | were with ny red-headed girl in Baile an Luain!)

w

Chuir me no chailin go nmargadh Shli gi dh

B e sin fein an nmargadh bhi daor

Bhi scilling agus punt ar a pheice mne

No go dtug mse na fuinneadh do no chailin rua

(I sent ny girl to the market in Sligo

- That one was the nobst expensive!

A shilling and a pound for a peck of neal

So | gave it to ny red-headed girl for kneadi ng)



4.

Chuai gh si siar le broga breach' uirth

R bini glasuaine teannta "ar a gruaig

D eal ai gh si uainse | e buachaill an tsiopa
‘S a R, nar dheas i no chailin rua

(Back she cane with fancy shoes on

Bl ue ribbons tied in her hair

She had slipped away frommnme wth the shop-boy
But begod, ny red-headed girl was a fine one!)



